Q: Are golf cart type vehicles street legal in Georgia?

I'm trying to find a 1-person vehicle, either electric or gasoline-powered, that | can drive
6.5 miles to work. The highest speed limit is 45 mph, so if this golf-cart, Club Cart, or
ATV thing could keep up with the flow of traffic,...... (1 answer - asked 13 months ago)

A Yes, but only on roads up to 35mph
Status of State Licensing / Registration of LSV'’s

GEORGIA

Governor Roy Barnes (D) signed HB1389 into law on April 25, 2002. The
measure allows LSVs to be operated on roadways with posted speed limits of
35 mph or less and requires the operator of LSVs on highways to display an
amber strobe light so as to warn approaching travelers to decrease their speed
because of the danger of colliding with such vehicle. Such amber strobe light
shall be mounted in a manner so as to be visible under normal atmospheric
conditions from a distance of 500 feet from the front and rear of such vehicle.

http://www.quovis.com/regulations.htm

Low Speed Vehicle (LSV)

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) under rule
571.500 Standard No. 500 defines a Low-speed vehicle: "Low-speed vehicle
means a 4-wheeled motor vehicle, other than a truck, whose speed attainable
in 1.6 km (1 mile) is more than 32 kilometers per hour (20 miles per hour)
and not more than 40 kilometers per hour (25 miles per hour) on a paved
level surface.” The NHTSA has ruled that LSV’S can operate on certain
roadways, if they meet the 571.500 safety standards and:

A low-speed vehicle may be operated only on streets where the posted speed
limit is 35 miles per hour or less. This does not prohibit a low-speed vehicle
from crossing a road or street at an intersection where the road or street has a
posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

A low-speed vehicle must be registered and insured and must display a
license plate.

Any person operating a low-speed vehicle must have in his or her possession
a valid driver’s license.

http://lwww.quovis.com/aboutlsv.htm

some links for more information...

The federal government offers a 10 percent tax credit on the purchase price
of electric vehicles. Some states, though not Florida, offer additional rebates.
In Georgia, buyers get a $5,000 tax credit when they buy or lease electric
vehicles.
http://www.sptimes.com/2003/08/15/Brandontimes/Batteries_included.shtml


http://askville.amazon.com/golf-cart-type-vehicles-street-legal-Georgia/AnswerViewer.do?requestId=10191957
http://www.quovis.com/regulations.htm
http://www.quovis.com/aboutlsv.htm
http://www.sptimes.com/2003/08/15/Brandontimes/Batteries_included.shtml

What's the Difference Between a Golf Cart and a NEV?
http://golfcarportal.com/education/defference_between.php

http://gostreetlegal.com/ A NEV dealer in Georgia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhood_electric_vehicle

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low-speed_vehicle

http://askville.amazon.com/SimilarQuestions.do?req=golf+carts+legal+Georgia+State+P
arks


http://golfcarportal.com/education/defference_between.php
http://gostreetlegal.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhood_electric_vehicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Low-speed_vehicle
http://askville.amazon.com/SimilarQuestions.do?req=golf+carts+legal+Georgia+State+Parks
http://askville.amazon.com/SimilarQuestions.do?req=golf+carts+legal+Georgia+State+Parks
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By MARY MacDONALD
mmacdonald®aje.com ‘

~ Roswell is gaining & little
Peachtree City cache.

City leaders today are

expected to approve an ordi-

nance - making golf carts -
. for progressive dinner par-

street-legal . for residen-
tial areas where roads have
speed limits of 25 mph.

- The push came from a

- band of golfers who live..
around the Country Club.

of Roswell, have been using
their carts on the roads for

 years and have unwittingly

broken the law.

After city police watned a
few about riding their carts
‘in the street, golfers reached
ont to City Hall. o

They found a friend in

Becky Wynn, a city couricil- -

woman and golfer, who said
her own cart is “candy apple
red} and resembles;a tiny

Mercedes, : ]
Wynn, who lives in the

 area, said the golf cart is the

neighborhood’s travel mode
of choice. o

" At Christinas, residents
g0 “cart-o-ling” door-to-
door. They hop into. them

ties and try to outdo each
other decorating them for
an ‘annual Fourth of July
parade, = ‘ .

Many golfers say they use
them daily. Most are cus-
tomized. Some are winter-

ized with space heaters and

plastic window covers.
Once the golfers under-
stood. they were banned
from-city roads, Wynn said,
the next question becarne:
“What can we do to do

thig?” -

As it turns out, a simple
one-page ordinance. City
attorneys look_gd inte it

and found two other citjes
dllow golf .carts on. roads:. .
Peachtree City and Hahira,

in South Georgia. ,
Although sought by just

one Roswell neighborhood,

the new law will impact all

who live in the city’s four

golf course conmununities,
There are some limita-

tions. If the golf cart has no

headlights, it can't be driven
after- dark. And ‘they may

only be used on residential -

streets within subdivisions.
Ne {ooling aroutsd on Hol-
comb Bridge Road. ‘

Torey Catlicutt bought her
husband 4 cherry red-col-

ored cart as a Father's Day
gift but regularly gets behind

the wheel herself, She takes

it out every dayto ferry their-

kids to various places around

the nieighborhood.
“It's-actually quicker than

being in a car,” she said, -

|
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13th ann
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course’T
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Invasion of the

' /

Golf Carts

As Electric Vehiclés Migmte Onto Public Streets, Should We Be Worried?

By JonaTaAN WELSH

In a trend that has the car-
safety establishment worried,
golf-cart-like vehicles are leaving
the confines of gated communi-
ties and invading public streets.

And most of the time, it's
perfactly legal.

Dan Karleskint, a retired soft-
ware developer in Lincoln, Calif,
near Sacramento, hought one of
these battery-powered vehi-
¢les—which are also known as

“neighborhqod electric vehicle,” °

or NEVs—to cut his fuel costs

and become a greener driver. His

model, a Chrysler GEM, has a top
speed of 25 miles an hour, the
federal limit for NEVs. Typically,
state and local laws allow them
on public roads with gpeed Hmits
of 35 mph or lower. .

“I put about 4,000 miles a
yeur on my NEV, and my BMW
never leaves the garage unless

.we go out of town,” says the 67-

year-old Mr. Karleskint.

Shuttling Children

Drivers are increasingly buy-
ing electric vehicles, typically as
second or third cars, and using
them for grocery shopping, short
commutes and siuttling children
to and from school. A growing
number of municipalities in
states such as Arizona, Florida
and Colorado have embraced the
vehicles, Some towns have built
separate NEV lanes and parking
spaces. Texas recently started al-
Jowing NEVs on roads with speed
litnits up to 45 MPE.
~ Most NEVs cost between
$8,000 and $20,000 and cah
travel 30 to 40 miles on 2

| charge. Their performance varies
" depending on terrain, tempera-

ture, payload and other factors.
They typically use Jead-acid bat-
teries that take about six to 10
hours to charge when plugged
into a wall outlet. Special fagt-
charge svstems allow charging in
an hour or se. Some vehicles use
other types of batteries, includ-
ing lithiurn ion models, that offer
longer ranges and charge faster.

The vehicles have heen com-
mon for many vears in gated
communities and resorts, bub
more recently have begun ap-
pearing on public roads, where
thev have to share the pavement

A Think e’lac‘h‘lc car cruises the streets of Lincoln, Calif

with faster-moving gasoline-
powered cars and trucks—raising
numerous eoncerns. The. Insar-
ance Institute for Highway
safety calls NEVs “souped-up
golf carts” and says allowing
them on higher-speed roads
amid heavier, faster traffic repre-
sents a safety mightmare waiting
to happen. The research group,

which is funded by the insurance’.

jndustry, says it may start run-
ping crash tests on NEVs to show
how they fare in collisions with
passenger Cars.

Firm figures for the number
of NEVs on the road and the rate
of sales growth are difficult to
pin down. Some people close to
the industry say roughly 100,000
such vehicles are in use, while

‘sther estimates are higher. Glo-

bal Electric Motorcars, the
Chrysler LLC unit that huilds
GEM electric vehicles and is the
leading manufacturer, says it has
sold about 38,000 vehicles in the
.5 GEM says it has recorded
double-digit percentage growth
in sales for the past five years.
Sales grew at an egpecially high
rate last summer as fuel prices
reached $4 per gallon, Other
populay ‘models include the
Think City and Think Neighhar,
built by a formei unit of Ford
Motor Co., and such small rmanu-
facturers as Zenn Motor Co. and
Wheego Electric Cars Inc.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration says it s
monitoring the growth of NEV
sales and is looking iNto ways o
more tightly regulate the vehi-
cles. Joe Nolan, an THS spokes-

man, says the consumer
interest in NEVs doesn't yet rep-
resent a safety crisis, but that
could change as more start 10
appesr on public roads. The fact
that the vehicles can drive 1o
faster than 25 mph doesn't make
them safe, says Mr. Nolan, as se-
rions injuries and fatalities occur
at low speeds in conventional
cars that are far more crashwor:
thy than NEVs, which, unlike
larger cars, don't have to meet
stringent crash-test standards.

High-Speed Roads

Tom Beaulieu, who drives a
GEM on the streets of Santa
Monica, Calif, in Los Angeles
County, dismisses the safety con-
cerns. People who drive NEVs
know they have to avoid fast-
moving ftraffic and typically
choose their routes based on
light traffic and low speed hmits,
says Mr. Beaulien, a 56-year-old
advertising agency owmer. He
says only “idiots” would drive
NEVs on high-speed roads.

A Chirysler spokesman 5ay3
its GEM vehicles meet all federal
safety regulations for jow-speed
vehicles. Wheego spokestman Les
Seagraves says buyers have to
use COMMon senge in deciding
ewhere it is appropriate and
safe” to drive the cars and which
roads they should avoid. “This is
your errand ear or your city car.
This is not a car that is going to
replace your number-one vehi-
cle,” he says. :

NEV users are quick to point
ot the overall cost of owning an
electric ear-can be one-third the

cost of operating gasoling cars.
Eased on the fossil-fuel energy
used to charge their hatteries,
mekers say, the typical NEV logs
an eguivalent fuel economy of
150 miles per gallon.

People have heen using golf
carts on low-speed roads within
communities built around golf
courses for decades. Sometines
golf-cart drivers would venture
outside their enclosed neighbor-
hoods to run short errands,
though the practice was some-
times illegal. As gated comumuni-
ties proliferated, manufactuters
 began selling golf carts with

creature cornforts like doors to
ward off the chill, ang safety fea-
tures like taillights and seatbelts.

Under federal safety nules,
NEVs - are classified as “low-
speed vehicles,” Such vehicles
are exemnpt from aimost all of the
safety standards that apply to
passenger cars. LSVs don’t need
to have bumpers or doors and
don’t have to pass tests of crash-
worthiness, Because they usually
weigh about 1,200
pounds—roughly a.third as mwuch
as many cars—safety experts 8y
thete is almost no way for vehi-
cles to stand up to a collision
with a 4,000-pound sedat or
sport-utility vehicle.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration says it is
concerned about the practicality
of NEVs sharing roads with
larger, faster traffic. There have
also been cases where vehicles
were sold without the required
equipment that limits them to 25
mph, or in which owners have
removed it.

Some NEV owners 5ay such
stories are overblown, and point
to a less obvious feature of the
yehicles: how enjoyable they are
to drive. Mr. Beaulieu, of Santa
Monica, says his 2002 GEM is
“the most fun vehicle” he has
driven, and that he rarely takes
out his Range Rover SUV.

Mr. Karleskint, of Lincoln,
says driving his NEV has made
him more awaxe of his surround-
ings. “There’s a place i QUL TOWIL
you come around a curve and dip
down into a low-lying area where
you can feel the difference in
temperature,” he says. “It’s & lit-
1‘:1e thing you would never notice
in & car” .
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nﬁzmammn. from the front page
cars, have explodad toabout 3G a
day m.m.ﬂ just five six months
. aga. Shipments at Chrysler LLC's
Global Electrie Motorcars, or
GEDRL which made the Peterses’
cars, have jumped 30% from last
year's second guarter, with some
ofits 150 dealerships around the
country tripling their sales,
Switching fo tiny electric cars
requires some big adjustments.
With three children, the Petorses
must use hoth their littte cars
whenthey take family outings. Ev-
ery trip is an adventure into the
land of the giants where they're
dwarfed in traffic by SUVs and
triacks. They've had fo learn how
far—about 30 miles—they cango
of a single charge, The might they
got thefr first car, they rousted a
triend dressed inhispajarasfora
testdriveand he wound zphaving
to help them push the carhome.
. The ¢ars aren't for Iong-dis-
tance travel. On average, Andrew
Kunev, also of Houston, ean go
. about 25 miles on one charge in
- his Tie Tac-shaped three-
wheeledelectricear, whichistech-
nieally a motorcycle and goes up
te 40mph. Hesometimesplugs in
his car at friends” homes for a ve-
_fresher charge white he visits,

To fit his 6-foot-2 frame into.

the tiny driver’s nnﬁﬂmqgmﬁ :

so that he can see properly out

the windshield, Mr. Euney hasto

recling in his seat.

T's a price he doesn't hind -

paying considering the gas sav-
ings—more than $100 a month—
and the unexipected bonuses.
“You wouldn't think it, but it's a
chick-magnet,” says the unmar-

rigd, 40-year-old chemical engi- -

neer, adding that women—and
pretty much everybody else, too—
approach him to talk about his
unusual car,

Eocal Sensation

Owners now for two years,
‘Eliine Friplett and her husband
aré pioneers in their small Fast
Texas hometown of Palestine,
where their tiny electric pickupis
aloeal sensation and has inspired
two other peopte they know fo
buy electriccars. At therequest of
her supermarket, she drove the
gasoline-free vehicle inio the
storeand parked it next tothe pro-
duce section for Earth Day.

:
:
g

The .H_EE_mnm decided it mhade -

financial sense to buy the slec-

tric truck even when gasoline |
was costing them less than 82 a3 .

. gallon, Their 8-feot-long truck is-

bigenough for all their needs, in-
cludinghanling tumber for aren-

Kris Peters says her electric car is very Sﬂsm:_m_._..ﬁow driving arouryd
- with ker children, inclsding 2-vear-cid Sam, whao rides ina baby car seat.

ovation project, and bringing
home a 9-foot Christmas tree.

The Peterses have experi- -

enced their own neighborheod
celebrity in the two months

they've owned their GEM elac- -

tric cars. On a recent trip to the
doughnut shop, they met up with
pecple snapping pictures with
cellphones, “Everyhody lools at
you and waves,” marveled
B-year-old Alex Paters, The fam-

ily has been followed home by eu-
rious stramgers. Other drivers
have jumpred out of their big cars
at stoplights to run over and ask
thern about their vehicles.
Laws governing the roadwor-

thiness of the little autos vary by

state. In Texas, they're legal te
drive only on streets with speed
limits wo higher than 35.

But some owners modify en-
gines sothe cars can travel much

: mmmﬁmm -and a few m_.&mﬂnmmaﬂa
TS ﬁrm ther out on the high-
way. The Texas Department of

qampmwcnmﬁna recently of a
cadl from a flabbergdsted police-

man-who had stopped a “golf
* cart” pn the freeway, says Kim
Bue Lia Perkes; a spokeswoman
“for the agency. Starting Sept. 1,
- the department will no longer is-
" sue license plates for the tny ve-

hicles to dissuade drivers from
using them like reguler cazs.
The Peterses’ cars get shout

. 30 HE_mm from a full charge,

widch at about 15 cents perldlo-
watt hotr, amounts to a §0-cent

: EI_P ortwo cehts a mile, Com-

pare t
a car 4
wﬁw%sammﬁoﬁam Dr. Pelers’s
nEonWmnﬁ_n practice is jost a
few rifies froin his howme, 5o he
has no' roblem taking nelghbor-
hood strests to- get there.

mﬂ._ouﬁm the Breeze
 Elegtricears like the Peterses’
can cog m_d__E about muc._m_n_ to

twith 20 cents a mile for

‘En_ﬁmw w&, u,En about mmpcm_u )

aftogetBer for thetwo cars, which
the ..,mwﬂummacm.ﬁmu..zﬂmﬂ
Althoud i thecars sharemarny fien-
Euras wmrmﬁvﬁwmu gasHine-

hat goes 20 miles o ona -

Golf Ca

powered brethren,
blinkers and windsh
they are decidedly
The Peterses’ cars dc
conditioning or ev
soinething that at firs
Peters particulartyne
transporting the chi
the kids safely belted
sees the extrabreese:
tage inthe Houston s,
The cars make fora |
along rough streets,
whirring noise that =
“tract barking dogs.
Sharing the road
CArS requires extra ¢
alertness, say cwher.
ers of normal-size -
times get impatien
siower, tinder vehicle
recalls one driver wh
an expletive-laced

" “zet that thing off the

“erally, though, faster
pass him by, Then,
says, he wsually cat
them at the next lgt

WShecom
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Continued from 1A :

Long Drive, which is seeking to raise
up to $10 million, is riding the “green
initiative wave,” CEQ Michael Wallace
said. "Solar-powered L5Vs could be the
first major step to solar-powered
transportation.”

Long Drive isn't the
only metro Atlanta green
auto-related company in
tundraising mode. Atlanta-
based Wheego Electric Cars
Inc., which makes street-legal
electric cars, has raiged about
$1.2 million. (See related
stories, Page 29A.)

Atlantic Station has the
potential to be more pedestrian-
Iriendly, said Derek Jacoby, vice president
of Jacoby Group. Long term, the devel-
oper envisions potentially closing off
some interior streets to conventional
gasoline-fueled vehicles.

Long Drive is alzo in discussions fo
provide its green vehicles to Jacoby's
Aerotropolis Atlanta — a propesed 130-
acre mixed-use redevelopment near

Hartsfield. J ackson Atflanta International
" Aort ob the st ORThE formes HaptllE

Ford plant. The 6.5 million-square-foot

aviation-intensive business district is

expected to include office, retail, restau-
rant, hotel and airport parking.

The two developments could use the
slow-moving vehicles for security and
mass transit, Jacoby said, They could also
be used to help market condominiums to
intown yuppies.

“Everybody that buys a conde,” Jacoby
said, “[could get] an electric vehicle.”

The potential Long Drive alliance fits
with Jacoby Group's eco-conscious phi-
losophy of “creating local green-collar
jobs.”

In April, Jacoby signed a deal with
Norcross-based Suniva Ine. to initially
install up to 10 megawatts of solar
power in the main parking structure
of the Aerotropolis redevelopment.
That deal could be worth “tens of millions
of dollars.”

Jacoby also recently began converting
garbage into gas at one of the state’s
largest landfills, producing enough natural
gas to fuel 22,000 Georgia homes and also
creating a new renewable energy option.
The technology converts methane gas at

DeKalb County’s shuttered Live Oak
Landfill into clean-burning natural gas.
Jacoby began working on the process
three years ago at the site, which closed
in 2004, Live Qak could produce natural
gas for at least 20 years.

Growing demand

Long Drive, which sells solar L5Vs
made by Sarasota, Fla.-based Cruise Cars
Inc., markets fo schools systems, munici-

Wallace
Long Drive Solar LLC

communities and exclusive resorts. Long
Drive, for instance, is in negations
to supply about 3,000 solar LSVs to a
nonprofit in Oklahoma.

More than 60,000 neighborhood elee-
tric vehicles are on streets across the
country,aLong Drive spokeaman
said, citing the Electric Drive
Transportation Association.

To improve air quality and
limit vehicle emissions, many
cities are warming up to the idea
of allowing electric and soclar-
powered slow-moving vehicles
on their streets. Nine states are
considering increasing the
maximuim speed of LSVs to
35 mph, Wallace noted.
Peachiree City is famous for its more

than 90 miles of golf cart trails. And, the

clty of Roswell recently passed an ordi-
nance allowing golf carts in certain
neighborhoods. Roswell passed the ordi-
nance at the request of some residents
who wanted to litmit the use of their cars,

The aute industry is becoming a three-
faceted niche for the solar business, said
Mark Burger, principal at Kestrael

“RWElopmeNt Cb., ari Oak Park, I-based

renewable energy consulting firm. Solar
power is being used to drive entire vehi-
cles, power peripherals such as air
conditioning systems, and deliver
electricity to charge electric vehicles.

Solar is ideally suited for short-distance
vehicles because they don't require
the power and acceleration that the
traditional internal combustion engine
pravides, Burger said.

“H you want to keep your speed limit at
25 miles [per hour] or less,” he said, “why
have cars that zoom around at 70 or 30
miles an hour? ‘

Electric motors are more efficient —
and cost-effective — to operate and
maintain than gasoline powered engines,
Burger said. The latter, however, deliver
greater acceleration and operate better in
cold weather.

Cost comparison
The market for solar-powered L5Vs is

* being driven not just by conscience, but

by cost-savings.

The annual cost of ownership for a
solar-powered LSV is about 52,000,
inchuding electricity and maintenance
costs, Wallace said. Long Prive also claims
itz batteries last 30 percent to 50 percent
longer than the traditional electric vehicle
battery, because of the charging
technology.

In addition to federal tax incentives,
‘several states offer tax breaks for the
purchase of solar and electric vehicles,

Oklahoma is the most generous
state, offering a 50 percent tax break,
Wallace said.
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Construction is scheduled to start in
September and last for 12 months.
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Golf Carts Logial in Titton

Tifton recently amended its code of ordi
nances to allow golf carts on the city's
streets, reports the Tifton Gazette.

Tifton Police Chief Jim Smitt said Friday that
Tifton Mayor Jamie Cater and members of the
cily council became interestad in the subfact of
Goif carts on public streets in the city when
people approached them asking if they could
use the motorized carts to make runs to the
grocery store and other places.

"After checking it was discovered that qufte
a few citfes in Geargia do aliow golf carts in
certain areas,” Smith said,

The amended ordinance states that any
“motorized cart” can be operated over any put-
fic roadway — road, afey, avenue, highway,
route, boulgvard - that has a posted sposd fimit
of 35 mph or less, has no mors than one lane
of vehicular traffic per direction or is no desig-
nated as part of either the state or federal high-
way system. All of the motorized carts must
aso first be registered with the Tifton Police
Department and have a decal from that dapart-
ment affixed to it

 Other vehicles, such as four-wheclers,
- ATVs, mulcs and gators, remain illegal 1o
- dtive on a public road.

People wishing to register their golf

cart must fill out a form with the Tifton
Police Department.

The registration fee for each cart is 810 ang
people who apply for the registrations must
also furnish evidence of personal liabifity insur-
ance coverage consistent with the minimum
requirement of Georgia law for operation of
motor vehicles. The registration is effactive
untif revoked or unfil the motorired cart is
transferred to a new owner

Unless the golf cart has headlights and tail
Lights, they can only be operated during
daylight hours.
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