MEMORANDUM
To:

Mayor and Council

From:

Steve Foote, AICP

Date:

August 25, 2014

Subject:

AP 14-084: Appeal of Administrative Decision for the Approval of a Revised
Final Plat at 5258 Vernon Lake Drive, Dunwoody, GA 30338. The Tax Parcel
Number is 18 374 03 017.

ITEM DESCRIPTION
The applicants, Eleanor Goodwin, Constance Nagle, and Erika Harris, make an official appeal
to reverse staff’s approval of a revised final plat for Lot 17 in the Dunwoody Club Forest
subdivision, which split the property at 5258 Vernon Lake Drive into two lots.
Pursuant to Section 16-207(e),
“The decision of the city manager to approve or disapprove the final plat may be
appealed to the city council by request in writing to the city manager within 30 days
of the city manager's decision. If no appeal is made within the 30-day period, the
decision of the city manager is final. If an appeal is made to the city council, the city
council must set a hearing date for the appeal within 30 days of the appeal being
requested and the decision of the city council is final. The city council decision may
be appealed only by a petition for writ of certiorari to the county superior court in
accordance with state law.”
This appeal was received within the 30-day limitation. The applicant’s appeal lists several
objections associated with the lot split and construction of additional residences; however,
there are no errors referenced in regard to staff’s application of City regulations.
SITE LOCATION
The subject property is located at the corner of Dunridge Court and Vernon Lake Drive,
north of its intersection with Mount Vernon Road, in the Dunwoody Club Forest Subdivision.
It measures a total of 103.37 feet along Dunridge Court and 281.5 feet along Vernon Lake
Drive. The property is zoned R-100 (Single-Dwelling Residential District), and abuts singlefamily home development on all sides.
The total area of the lot is approximately 0.896 acres (39,043 square feet), and the
approved final plat proposes to split Lot 17 into two lots: Lot 17-A consists of 19,561 square
feet and Lot 17-B consists of 19,482 square feet.
BACKGROUND
The process by which the developers subdivided the property is outlined in Chapter 16,
Section 16-207(q), “Revised Final Plat (Plat Amendments).” In summary, any revisions to
previously recorded final plats due to “some error, required adjustment or desired
adjustment,” require that an applicant comply with the procedures in Section 16-207(q).

The requested action is considered a major change to the original final plat because it is
characterized as follows: “changing or moving lot lines, increasing or decreasing the number
of lots, changing the location of any public facilities or utilities, and revising protective
covenants applying to the property.” Per Section 16-207(q)(d), this major change was
processed in the same way as a new final plat.
The final plat review process required the applicant to submit paperwork and requisite
information for staff to determine whether the proposed subdivision complies with “all city
zoning, environmental, and subdivision ordinances and regulations and all applicable state
and federal laws.” Through the administrative review performed by the City’s Planning,
Engineering, GIS, and Public Works divisions, the request showed such compliance—thus,
requiring that staff approve the request, as it is a by-right request. Based on the plats
conformance with established City regulations, the City Manager and Community
Development Director signed the plat on May 22, 2014.
The final plat has yet to be recorded with DeKalb County as the developers need to receive
a demolition permit for the existing home and Certificate of Completion for the work.
Subsequent to the land subdivision process, the developers will need to pursue the land
development and building permit processes and must comply with codes for those
administrative requests as well, including contextual setbacks, building height, maximum lot
coverage, tree protection, drainage, access management, etc.
RECOMMENDATION
The City Council’s role is to reverse or affirm staff’s decision, wholly or partly, or modify the
decision based on the evidence presented herein and during the public hearing.

