
 

 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Steve Foote, AICP 

Date: 

 

July 14, 2014 

Subject: 

 

Discussion of AJC Dunwoody Wine Fest Enlarged Temporary Sign 

Request 

 
ITEM DESCRIPTION 

The Atlanta Journal Constitution (AJC) is in the process of securing a special event permit to 

host the “AJC Dunwoody Wine Fest.” As a function of that permit, the applicant is requesting 

signage that exceeds the maximum sign area as permitted in the Special Event 

Administrative Guidelines. The applicant will make additional sign requests that comply with 

these guidelines, so this application only reflects the request for an enlarged sign.   

 

BACKGROUND 

The applicant has submitted a special event sign permit application to erect a 4800 square 

foot mesh banner along the southern façade of the Atlanta Journal Constitution building, 

located at 223 Perimeter Center Parkway and zoned Office-Commercial-Residential 

conditional (OCRc). The sign is visible from Hammond Drive and portions of Perimeter 

Center Parkway and is proposed to be erected from September 2, 2014 until October 14, 

2014. In addition to those signs already permitted by the Sign Ordinance, the 

Administrative Guidelines for Special Event Signage and Advertising authorize staff to 

permit oversized banners of up to 60 square feet for approved special events; therefore, the 

request is before City Council for review. The details of the request and renderings can be 

viewed in the attached application. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends the City Council consider the following criteria in the review of the 

request: 

 

a. The requested increase does not go beyond the minimum necessary to 

afford relief, and does not constitute a grant of special privilege 

inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning 

district in which the subject property is located; 

 

b. The grant of the increase will not be materially detrimental to the public 

welfare or injurious to the property or improvements in the zoning district 

in which the subject property is located; 

 

c. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions 

or requirements of this chapter/administrative guidelines would cause 

undue and unnecessary hardship; and 

 

d. The requested increase would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of 

this chapter/administrative guidelines and the city comprehensive plan 

text. 
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