
4800 Ashford Dunwoody Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338 
Phone: (678) 382-6800 

dunwoodyga.gov

MEMORANDUM

To:  Mayor and City Council 

From: Richard McLeod, Director of Community Development 

Date:  May 24, 2021

Subject: Review Overview and Options for Municipal Impact Fees

BACKGROUND

Impact fees are a tool to require new development to pay its fair share for infrastructure. The tool has 
been considered by the City from time to time and is applied by peer municipalities in the Atlanta region. 
In Dunwoody, funding can be used for roads, parks and open space, and public safety or a subset thereof.

DISCUSSION

The attached PowerPoint document provides an overview over the state law parameters for impact fees, 
potential fee levels, and a discussion of considerations and next steps.
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2011 Impact Fee Study
• Parks & Recreation, Public Safety, and Roads
• Single-family detached: $637.77 per dwelling unit

• $584.29 for Parks and Recreation
• $33.48 for Public Safety
• $1.42 for Roads* - assumes roads can be covered through property tax increases
• $18.58 for Administration

• Office: $85 per 1,000 sf ($17,000 for a 200,000 sf office building)
• Retail: $46 per 1,000 sf ($4,600 for a 100,000 sf retail center)
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Single-family - Regional Impact Fee Levels
• Per dwelling unit

• *depends on house size, final amounts will be phased in for 2023

Parks & 
Recreation

Public Safety Roads Administration Total

Sandy Springs $4,544 $445 $1,667 $200 $6,855

Atlanta* $1,217 $563 $3,128 - $4,908

Roswell $559 $916 $1,690 $73 $3,238

Alpharetta Only Total Available in Impact Fee Schedule $6,690
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Retail - Regional Impact Fee Levels
• Per 1,000 square foot

• *final amounts will be phased in for 2023

Parks & 
Recreation

Public Safety Roads Administration Total

Sandy Springs $470 $400 $7,140 $240 $8,240

Atlanta* $1,202 $556 $4,129 - $5,887

Roswell - $260 $2,720 $60 $3,030

Alpharetta Only Total Available in Impact Fee Schedule $1,620
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Office - Regional Impact Fee Levels
• Per 1,000 square foot

• *final amounts will be phased in for 2023

Parks & 
Recreation

Public Safety Roads Administration Total

Sandy Springs $930 $790 $225 $120 $4,080

Atlanta* $599 $277 $2,064 - $2,940

Roswell - $320 $118 $30 $1,530

Alpharetta Only Total Available in Impact Fee Schedule $900
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Atlanta just raised their impact fees

• Atlanta set their impact fees in 1993.
• The City of Atlanta raised their impact fees for single family houses 

from $1500 to $4,900 over the next three years.
• Residential and commercial developers will pay about $5,900 for 

every 1,000 square feet they build, a nearly 200% increase.
• Alpharetta and Sandy Springs charge over $6,000 per single family 

house.
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Mercedes Benz asked for reimbursement of impact 
fees and building and business licenses fees.

• Mercedes has asked the City Council to give back one million dollars 
to cover the expense that Mercedes incurred putting public 
improvements in place including sidewalks, landscaping, street lights 
and bicycle and roadway improvements.

• Mercedes said that they had spent$1.5 million for public 
infrastructure. 

• Additionally, Mercedes asked for a million dollars to cover the cost of 
building permits and business licenses.

•  $785,250 for construction permit fee waived and projected business 
occupational tax fees waived for $75,000 for the years 2019, 2020, 
and 2021.
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Questions?
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