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Kenneth R. Bernard, Jr. 
8470 Price Ave, Douglasville, GA 30134 • (770) 920-8350 • kbernard@sherrodandbernard.com 

 
Trial attorney focusing on serious injury, wrongful death, accident 

litigation, and special matters throughout Georgia. 

 

Education: 

1982 – 1986 • University of Georgia • Athens, GA • Bachelor of Arts  

1986 - 1989 • University of Georgia School of Law • Athens, GA • Juris Doctorate 

1987 • United States Marine Corps Office Candidate School  

1989 - 1990 • United States Marine Corps, The Basic Course  

1990 • United States Naval Justice School • Newport, RI 

 

Bar Admissions: 

• 1989 The State Bar of Georgia 

• 1989 The American Bar Association 

• The Douglas County Bar Association 

 

Courts 

• All Georgia Trial Courts  

• Court of Appeals of the State of Georgia  

• Georgia Supreme Court  

• United States District Court of Northern District of Georgia (N.D.G.A.)  

• United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

• United States Court of Military Appeals  

 

Professional Associations / Experience:  

• Former Special Assistant Attorney General (Douglas County DFCS) 

• 1987 – 1996 - the U.S. Marine Corps where he attained the rank of Captain during 

Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm. Experience includes: Trial 

Counsel; Human Resource Officer; Legal Assistance Office 

• 1992 – Present – Member of the Douglas County Chamber of Commerce  

• 1993 – Present – Member of the Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers 

• 1993 - Leadership Douglas  

• 1994 - 1996 –Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers (Board Member) 

• 1995 – 2003 – Member of the Seventh Congressional District Military Academy 

Review Board 

• 1996 – 1997 –Distinguished President of the Douglas County Kiwanis Club 

• 1997 – 1998 – Chairman of the Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers 

• 1998 – 1999 – Founder and Charter Member of the Chapel Hills Golden K of Kiwanis  

• 1998 -1999 – Distinguished Lieutenant Governor, Division 20 of the Georgia District 

of Kiwanis International 

• 1998 – 2009 – General Counsel for the Douglas County Board of Education 

• 1998 – 2009 – Member of the Georgia Council of School Attorneys 

• 1998 – 2009 – National Association of School Attorneys 

• 2002 – Chairperson of Finance and Fundraising Chapel Hills Golden K  

• 2003 – 2007 – Board Member and Vice Chairman of the Georgia Regional 

Transportation Authority (GRTA) 

• 2003 – 2007 – Member of the Governor’s Developmental Council (GDC) 

• 2005 – Present – Member of the Metro Atlanta County Attorneys Association 

• 2007 - 2014 - Former Regent of the University System of Georgia Board of Regents 

• 2008 – 2010 - Chairman of the Organization and Law Committee of the University 

System of Georgia Board of Regents (overseeing the legal affairs of the 35 public 

Universities (at the time) and colleges in Georgia) 

• 2008 – 2014 - Member of the National Association of College and University Attorneys 

• 2008 – Present – Member of the West Georgia Trial Lawyers Association  

• 2008 - 2009 -Manager Boundary Waters Pony Baseball Georgia State Champions (10U 

& 12U) 

 

Areas of Practice 

• Local Government 

• Special Matters 

• Personal Injury 

• Wrongful Death 

• Worker’s Compensation 

• Premises Liability 

• Nursing Home Neglect 

• Defective Products 

• Dog Bites 

• Employment Law 

• Business Law 

• Mergers and Acquisitions  

 

 

Awards and Honors 

1990 • National Defense Service 

Metal • USMC 

1992 • Meritorious Unit 

Commendation • USMC 

1992 • Navy Achievement 

Medal • USMC 

1995 • Outstanding Kiwanian 

1996 • Outstanding Kiwanian 

1997 • Outstanding Kiwanian 

1998 • Lt. Governor Award  

1999 • Georgia F. Hixson 

Fellowship Award 

1999 • Georgia Distinguished 

Leadership Recipient  

1999 • Circle K International • 

Emory Award  

2011 • Client Distinction Award 

2012 • AVVO Client’s Choice 

Award 

2012 • Client Distinction Award 

2012 • AVVO Rating 10 Superb 

2013 • Douglas County 

Chamber Small Business of 

Excellence  

2013 • AVVO Client’s Choice 

Award 

•2013 AVVO Rating 10 Superb 

2013 • Client Distinction Award 

2014 • AVVO Rating 10 Superb 

2014 • AVVO Client’s Choice 

Award 

2014 • BV Distinguished 

Attorney 

2014 • Client Distinction Award 

2015 • AVVO Rated 10 Superb  
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• 2008 - 2014 – Board of Trustees for the University System of Georgia Foundation, Inc. 

• 2010 - Manager Boundary Waters USSSA Travel Baseball Georgia State Champions 

(12U) 

• 2010 - 2011 - Chairman of the Health Professions and Education Committee of the 

University System of Georgia Board of Regents  

• 2010 – 2013 - Chairman of the University of Georgia Foundation, Inc.  

• 2011 – 2012 – Chairman of the on Internal Audit, Risk, and Compliance Committee of 

University System of Georgia Board of Regents  

• 2011 – 2012 - Chairman of the Finance and Business Operations Committee of 

University System of Georgia Board of Regents  

•  2012 – Present - Member of the Southern Trial Lawyers Association 

• 2012 – 2016 - Member of the State Bar of Georgia Board of Governors, which included 

service on the Judicial Nominations Committee and Audit Committee 

• 2013 - 2014 – Member of the Executive and Compensation Committee of the University 

System of Georgia Board of Regents 

• 2019 - Present- Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers (Board Member) 

• Former Member, United Way Advisory Board 

• Former Board Member, Boy Scout Area Council 

• Past Volunteer, Georgia Special Olympics 

• Former Board Member, Wellstar Foundation  

• Past President and Founding Member, Douglas County Youth Baseball League, Inc. 

 

Legal Experience: 

1992 – Present • Sherrod & Bernard • Managing Partner 

8470 Price Ave 

Douglasville, GA 30134 

Civil litigation firm representing local government, injury victims, and specializing in 

civil litigation.  

 

2005 – Present • Douglas County • Attorney 

Firm has over 30 years’ experience representing local governments including Douglas 

County Board of Education, Douglas County Board of Commissioners, and other 

authorities. Mr. Bernard has an extensive history in local government and government 

relations as evidenced by his 32 years of legal practice. He has served in a variety of 

roles with government including, but not limited to; General Counsel to Douglas County 

Board of Education; County Attorney for Douglas County, Georgia; Special Assistant 

Attorney General for Douglas County DFCS; and counsel to other governmental entities, 

including development authorities. During his career, Mr. Bernard has been involved in 

all aspects of local government, including, but not limited to: litigation; administrative 

claims; insurance management; contracts; employment law; zoning; finance; including 

bond issuances and issuances of Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs); administration claims; 

and provided counsel to numerous elected and constitutional officers. Mr. Bernard has 

been involved as local counsel on bond transactions for local governments involving 

nearly a half billion dollars in transactions ($493,255,000.00) and has represented local 

governments on Tax Anticipation Notes (TANs) in excess of $200 Million. Mr. Bernard 

has also been heavily engaged in reapportionment legislation and litigation for over 

three decades. His local government experience includes negotiating, litigating, and 

drafting service delivery agreements for local governments. 

 

1998 - 2009 • Douglas County • School Board Attorney 

Provided service as general counsel to Douglas County School System which included 

both administrative, civil, and related litigation. Focus included all areas of legal 

oversight, including but not limited to risk mitigation; civil litigation; government 

compliance; employment law; business; finance; including the issuance of general 

obligation bonds, ESPLOST; ballot referendums; issuance of Tax Anticipation Notes 

(TANs); and negotiating cooperative service agreements with other local, State, and 

Federal governments.  

 

 

2015 • Gridiron Secret Society 

of The University of Georgia  

2015 • America’s Most Honored 

Professional 

2015 • BV Distinguished Award 

2015 • Client Distinction Award 

2016 • Client Distinction Award 

2016 • Martindale Hubbell 

Distinguished Attorney  

2017 • AVVO Rated Top 

Lawyer 

2017 • Client Champion Award 

2017 • Distinguished Attorney 

2017 • Martindale Most 

Honored Professional Award 

2018 • Martindale Most 

Honored Professional Award 

2018 • AVVO Top Rated 

Lawyer Award 

2019 • Martindale-Hubbell 

Client Champion Award 

Platinum 

2020 • Martindale-Hubbell 

Client Champion Award 

Platinum 

2021 • Martindale-Hubbell 

Client Champion Award 

Platinum 

2021 • AVVO Client’s Choice 

Award 
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1987 – 1996 • U.S. Marine Corp • Judge Advocate General’s Corp (JAG) • 

Attorney 

Served as Trial Counsel prosecuting general and special courts-martial and 

Administrative Discharge Boards involving violations of the Uniform Code of Military 

Justice.  Served as Defense Counsel representing Marines and Sailors in general and 

special courts-martial and Administrative Discharge Boards.  Represented military 

personnel and their dependents in a myriad of general civil litigation matters.  Also, 

served as Human Resource Officer assisting Commanding General on labor issues 

involving urinalysis testing, administrative discharge, and family readiness issues.  

Previously served under the Special Assistant U.S. Attorney for Camp Lejeune, North 

Carolina (1988).   Awarded Navy Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Citation, and 

National Defense Service Medal.  Highest Rank Attained:  Captain. 

 

Personal References: 

• Sheriff Tim Pounds • Douglas County Sheriff’s Office • 8470 Earl D. Lee Blvd, 

Douglasville, GA 30134 • (770) 920-4980 • tpounds@sheriff.douglas.ga.us 

• David Corbin • Terminus Group, Inc. • 3330 Cumberland Blvd SE # 660, Atlanta, 

GA 30339 • (404) 418-7903 • David.corbin@smcterminus.com 

• Guy Logan • Citigroup Global Markets, Inc. • 3455 Peachtree Road, Suite 620, 

Atlanta, GA 30326 • 404-915-4532 • guy.t.logan@citi.com 

• Kelly Pridgen • General Counsel ACCG • 191 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 700, 

Atlanta, GA 30303 • 770-365-3878 • kelly-pridgen@gmail.com 

 

Sample Community Contributions: 

Alexander Cheerleading Booster Club • Alexander Dugout Club •Arch Foundation for 

the Law School Fund • Beyond the Front Porch • Big Daddy Humanitarian Foundation, 

Inc. • Birdies Fore Brighten • Boy Scouts of America • Carrollton High School Tennis 

Team • Carrollton Kiwanis Club • CDT Charities, LLC • Chapel Hill High School 

Panther Club • Chapel Hill Touchdown Club • Children’s Voice CASA • Community 

Character Coalition of Douglas County • COVID Relief Contributions • Crossfire 

Softball • Denim & Diamonds Charities of Douglas County, Inc. • Dinners on Us • 

Douglas County Boys and Girls Club • Douglas County Boys and Girls Club Teen Center 

• Douglas County Chamber of Commerce • Douglas County High School Theatre • 

Douglas County Senior Services •  Douglasville Gymnastics & Cheerleading Cheer Stars 

Team Fund • Douglasville Pregnancy Resource Center • Downtown Development 

Authority •  Ephesus Baptist Church • Fairplay Youth Sport Association, Inc. • Faith in 

Action • First Baptist Church of Douglasville Building Fund • Helping Hands Ministries, 

Inc. • Heritage School • Hurricane Michael Relief • Kiwanis Club of Douglas County 

Foundation, Inc. “Kids Christmas Special” • Knights of Columbus • Lithia Springs High 

School • Margaret Marchman Fund for Christian Education c/o First Baptist Church of 

Douglasville • Mustard Seed Communities • St. Julian’s Episcopal Church• Saint Jude 

Hospital • Susan G. Komen for The Cure • Team Jesus Outdoors • The Bedford School’s 

Bedord Dasher 5K Run/Walk • The Cultural Art Council of Douglasville/Douglas 

County • Toys for Tots •  University System of Georgia Foundation, Inc. • Westside Elite 

Youth Basketball of America •  Wounded Warrior Project 
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