
To: Mayor and City Council

From: Rachel Waldron
Parks and Recreation Director

Re: Donaldson-Bannister Farm Blacksmith Shop Renovations

Date: May 27, 2025

Action

Approval of blacksmith shop renovations at the Donaldson-Bannister Farm. This is a 
joint venture between the City and Dunwoody Preservation Trust. 

Summary

 Dunwoody Preservation Trust (DPT) has had great program success throughout the 
years and is in need of additional space on the Donaldson-Bannister Farm property. 
Rehabilitating the blacksmith shop makes use of an existing under-utilized building. The 
blacksmith shop is a contributing building to the Donaldson-Bannister Historic District and 
Cemetery (listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) - 2009). As such, DPT 
would like to make improvements to the building that complies with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

Details

The 365sq ft blacksmith shop is approximately 100-110 years old. It is wood framed with 
a concrete floor, exterior weatherboard cladding, and a composite slate roof. Remnants of the 
historic stone foundation are evident.

Renovations would allow DPT to bring in additional revenue, better manage field trip groups, 
and allow for future history exhibits that meet Georgia Curriculum Standards. Dunwoody 
Preservation Trust takes the stewardship of this structure seriously with respect to the building's 
history.

Dunwoody Preservation Trust is contributing $34,600 and the City is contributing $18,500 to this 
project. 

Recommendation

Staff respectfully requests that Council: (1) Award a contract to Litchy Commercial 
Construction Inc. for renovations to the blacksmith shop at the Donaldson-Bannister Farm, in 
the amount $53,094; (2) authorize Staff to provide funding for the contract; (3) Authorize the City 
Manager to execute the necessary documents.
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Summary

2

Est. Cost $5.6m

• Dunwoody Preservation Trust (DPT) has had great 
program success throughout the years and is in need of 
additional space on the Donaldson-Bannister Farm 
property. Rehabilitating the blacksmith shop makes use of 
an existing under-utilized building. The blacksmith shop is 
a contributing building to the Donaldson-Bannister Historic 
District and Cemetery (listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) - 2009). As such, DPT would like 
to make improvements to the building that complies with 
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 
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Background/Timeline
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• The 365sq ft blacksmith shop is approximately 100-110 years old. It is wood 
framed with a concrete floor, exterior weatherboard cladding, and a 
composite slate roof. Remnants of the historic stone foundation are evident.

• Through this project, DPT would create 
more usable space for history exhibits 
that tell the story of Dunwoody. 

• DPT hired J. Lloyd Engineering, LLC to 
perform a structural assessment and 
provide repair recommendations. This 
information was used in soliciting 
quotes for construction.

#8.

Packet page:...



Financial Impact
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• Dunwoody Preservation Trust is contributing $34,600 and 
the City is contributing $18,500 to this project. City funding 
will be sourced from Parks General CIP. 

• Through these renovations, Dunwoody Preservation Trust 
could add another group of ten kids to Camp Flashback. At 
the 2025 summer camp rate of $380/child, this amounts to 
$22,800 in revenue over the course of one summer. 
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Staff Recommendation
Staff respectively requests that Council: 
1. Award a contract to Litchy Commercial Construction Inc. for 

renovations to the blacksmith shop at the Donaldson-
Bannister Farm, in the amount $53,094;

2. Authorize Staff to provide funding for the contract;
3. Authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary 

documents.
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LICHTY 
COMMERCIAL 
C□NSTAUCTl□N 
INC. 

Built On A Solid Foundation 

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 
Brandon Alverado 
Facilities Coordinator - City of Dunwoody 
4800 Ashford Dunwoody Road; Dunwoody, GA 30338 
404-747-4560
Brandon. alvarado@dunwoodyga.gov

We propose to furnish the Supervision and labor to make improvements at Banister Farm 
Blacksmith Shop per the scope below: 
1. Project Management and supervision.
2. Pull permit

a. Owner to apply/secure permit and pay permit fees if applicable.
b. Owner to procure structural engineers letter.

3. Repair concrete slab and curb per engineers reported date 3/14/25.
4. Repair roof and wall framing per engineers report dated 3/14/25.
5. Install update electrical system to include new wiring, twelve (12) GFCI duplex outlets,

one (1) exit sign/emergency light combo, eight (8) flush mount interior LED lights, one (1)
LED exterior light, two (2) smoke detectors, and one (1) mini split connection.

a. Assumes use of existing panel.
6. Insulate walls with R-13 Fiberglas batts, insulate ceilings with R-30 fiberglass batts.
7. Install T1-11 sheathing on interior walls and ceilings.
8. Install one (1) new mini split.
9. Modify existing door with panic devises.
10. Paint walls and ceilings.
11. Clean and seal floors.
12. Install one (1) fire extinguisher.
13. Clean up.

*Assumptions: Work to be performed during normal business hours
*Proposal is valid for 30 days.
*Exclusions: Making doors taller, Moving furnishing in/out, Interior demolition, permit
fees, egress work on outside of building, new electrical panel, fire sprinklers, fire alarm,
voice/ data, security, signage, grading/ drainage work, new openings, Structural engineers
letter.

Base Bid $53,094 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide this proposal. Should you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Sincerely, 
Josh Cauthen 
Director of Preconstruction 
(706 )331-9226 (mobile) 

3445 Buffington Center • Atlanta, GA 30349 

Phone (678} 732-9221 • Fax (678} 732-9214 
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