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Immediate Release

Run through 23 november
ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS OPENS 4th satellite in north atlanta
ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS is proud to announce its newest Training satellite location in North Atlanta.  AYS NORTH now joins rehearsal locations in Atlanta/Emory, West Cobb and South DeKalb.  Members of the AYS satellites will combine to form a 110-member Training and Introduction to Music Making Choir in recital December 6 at Holy Trinity Parish (515 E. Ponce De Leon Place, Decatur, 30030) at 11 AM.  

Bringing Music to Life for over 30 seasons, AYS is Atlanta’s premier choir for children and youth.  With the cooperation of dedicated community leaders, schoolteachers, arts professionals, and Stephen J. Ortlip (Director for 23 years), AYS was founded in 1975 when the idea of boys and girls singing together in a community choir was rare in the United States.  Under Music Director Paige F. Mathis (also an AYS alumna), the organization has undergone many changes.  AYS began as a single choir of 30 Singers ages 9 to 14.  Currently, over 220 children ages 7 to 18 are accepted each year into one of seven AYS choirs where they serve, grow, learn and sing together. Singers come from over 100 public and private school environments covering a 50-mile radius of Atlanta. Many social and economic backgrounds are represented, and AYS awards approximately 20% of its Singers additional financial assistance.  Every year, AYS serves hundreds of Atlanta-area children and over 90,000 people around the world.
Ms. Mathis has named AYS Alumna, Noelle Ross Hooge, as the Music Instructor for AYS NORTH.  Ms. Hooge is a 2003 graduate of Oberlin College where she majored in music composition.  She completed Masters work at the University of London, Institute of Education.  The youngest member of the aptly named “Ross Family Singers”, a legendary AYS family of 6 sibling AYS Alumni, Ms. Hooge participated in ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS from 1990 to 1996.  She is the daughter of newly appointed Dunwoody City Council Member Danny and Queenie Ross.  The students of Shamrock Middle School have been privileged to work with Ms. Hooge as Choral Music Director since 2006.  Prior to her current position, Ms. Hooge composed Missa de Fides, an a cappella treble mass, for ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS in May of 2004.  Singers at AYS North will begin rehearsals with Ms. Hooge in January.  
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Group auditions for AYS North were held in three locations in North Atlanta.  The 22-member choir of Singers from Chesnut Charter Elementary, Kingsley Charter Elementary, Vanderlyn Elementary and Mt. Vernon Presbyterian School began rehearsals on October 1 at Dunwoody’s Cheek-Spruill Farmhouse, and now rehearse at All Saints Catholic Church.  North Atlanta audiences will have their first opportunity to hear ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS at Light up Dunwoody on November 23.  Additional auditions will be held in November and January for the spring semester.  
Over the last 30 years, AYS has reflected the high artistic capabilities of the young singer through performances with Robert Shaw and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, at the Closing Ceremonies of the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games, and at numerous events sponsored by nationally recognized organizations such as the American Cancer Society and the Atlanta Braves.  The Choir has traveled extensively and has received invitations from prestigious world choral festivals such as the Llangollen International Eisteddfod in Wales, Golden Gate Children’s Choral Festival in California, and Festival Internacional de Música de Cantonigròs in Spain.  AYS traveled to Australia and New Zealand to perform in the Presenting Sydney Choral Festival at the Sydney Opera House.  In July 2007, the Youth Chorale won an invitation to participate in FESTIVAL500 in Newfoundland.  During the 2007-2008 season, the organization proudly sent Youth Chorale members to the Georgia Music Educators Association (GMEA) In-Service Conference in Savannah, Georgia and the Treble Tour Choir to the Pacific Rim Children’s Chorus Festival in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Members of the AYS Youth Chorale will attend Melodia!, an international choral festival in Brazil and Argentina, to work with world-renowned choral conductor Maria Guinand in July 2009.  Most recently, AYS was honored with an invitation to sing with the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra at Atlanta’s Symphony Hall.  

In May of 1998, Paige F. Mathis was named Music Director of ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS of Callanwolde and the first holder of the Stephen J. Ortlip chair.  Ms. Mathis received her undergraduate degree in Music Education from Jacksonville State University and earned a Masters of Music degree in conducting from the Conservatory of Music at University of Missouri-Kansas City.  She founded the Youth Chorale in 1994 as an expansion of AYS.  She is a long-standing member of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus and Chamber Chorus where she sang and recorded under the baton of the late Robert Shaw.
ATLANTA YOUNG SINGERS of Callanwolde: Bringing Music to Life for the next 30 Seasons.
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This program is supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) through the appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly. GCA also receives support from its partner agency, the National Endowment for the Arts.
