
MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Michael Smith, Public Works Director

Date: September 9, 2024

Subject: Chamblee Dunwoody Road Bridge Enhancements Conceptual Design

ACTION
Review final design concepts for bridge enhancements on Chamblee Dunwoody Road at I-285 
to be incorporated into the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) Top End Managed 
Lanes project.  

SUMMARY
The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is planning to replace the Chamblee 
Dunwoody Road bridge over I-285 as part of the Top End Managed Lanes project.  The new 
bridge will have the same number of lanes as the existing bridge with a 10-foot sidewalk on the 
east side of road and a 12-foot-wide shared use path on the west side.  With Cotillion Drive and 
Savoy Drive becoming one-way roads, a return access lane connecting the two roads will also 
be added to the east side of the bridge.

The planned bridge replacement provides an opportunity for the city to add enhancements to 
the new bridge which serves as one of the primary gateways into Dunwoody.  Kimley-Horn, the 
design consultant for this project, has continued to refine the initial concepts as shown in the 
attached presentation based on input from the City Council at meetings in March and April of 
2021 and in June of 2022. The design has also been coordinated with the Perimeter Community 
Improvement District (PCID) to create some continuity with their plans to enhance bridges within 
the district. 

The plans have been reviewed by GDOT and coordination with their Top End 285 Managed 
Lane project team is ongoing.  GDOT has indicated that the details and costs need to be 
finalized so that an Intergovernmental Agreement can be executed with Dunwoody by mid-
2025.

DETAILS
The attached presentation includes details of the proposed design with options for the level and 
cost of the enhancements.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION
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Staff requests direction from the City Council on the budget for the project so that the final scope 
for the enhancements can be developed.  
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CHAMBLEE DUNWOODY BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER 2024

COUNCIL UPDATE
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS
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Reviewed design precedents from other regions
Evaluated a variety of aesthetic enhancement types
Studied existing context of the area to identify design 
themes and motifes

Developed a series of preliminary design alternatives
Developed a Preferred Concept based on feedback

PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

PROJECT BACKGROUND
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

LEVEL 1 ENHANCEMENT
(ALL LOCATIONS)

-Enhanced Railings with Columns and Lighting

-Paint Treatements on Parapet Walls, 

Copings, Columns, and Bents

LEVEL 2 ENHANCEMENT
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY GATEWAYS)

-Level 1 Enhancements plus:

- Integrated Railing Pylons with 
Ornamental Uplighting / Downlighting

LEVEL 3 ENHANCEMENT
(PRIMARY GATEWAYS)

-Level 1 and 2 Enhancements plus:

- Regional Monuments

- Pedestrian Shade Structures

- Planters on Structures
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

DESIGN REVISIONS
#12.

Packet page:...



PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

CHAMBLEE DUNWOODY
#12.

Packet page:...

CHAMBLEE-DUNWOODY 
RD, SOUTH BOUND ... 
CHAMBLEE-DUNWOODY 
RD, NORTH BOUND .. 

EDGE OF BRIDGE 
DECK, TYP SMALL PYLON PARALLEL 

TO BRIDGE DECK, 
ALIGNED WITH CENTER 
OF BRIDGE BENT, TYP 

PEDESTRIAN SHELTER WITH BENCH, 
CENTERED ON BRIDGE SECTIONS, TYP 

PARAPET WALL WITH ORNAMENTAL 
SAFETY RAILING, TYP 

,---.,-A 

MSE RETAINING --

BRIDGE 
PLANTER 

WALL, TYP 

---EQ-----EQ--------1--EQ------EQ--- \ 
MAINTAIN BRIDGE SIDEWALK 
WIDTHS UNTIL CURB RAMP 
AT INTERSECTION, TYP 

C 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

GATEWAY PYLON PARALLEL 
TO BRIDGE DECK, TYP 

\ \ 
\ \ 
\ 

\ 
\ --50' O.C., TYP--

\ 
\ 
\ 

A 

PCID STANDARD STREET 
LIGHT, CENTERED WITH 
RAILING PANEL, TYP 

TEXAS U-TURN 

PEDESTRIAN 
LIGHT, TYP 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

B 

BRIDGE BARRIER WITH 
ORNAMENTAL SAFETY RAILING, TYP 

PEDESTRIAN 
SAFETY BARRIER 

C 



PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

CHAMBLEE – DUNWOODY BRIDGE 
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

BRIDGE COSTING
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PCID BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

NEXT STEPS
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